I’m mad AT hell, and I’m not gonna take it anymore!

(The Corinthian letters)

In 29 chapters in the two letters of Corinthians there are 4 direct references to Satan

Wait…we’re rational beings…there isn’t a literal personification of evil is there?

 “ It is to be feared that it cannot be denied that we are today in the midst of a very strong drift away from frank recognition of the supernatural as a factor in human life… the task of the day as given us by the rationalists is to curb the supernatural, to bring it into the full service of reason.”

-B. B. Warfield 

What does Jesus say about satan?

Two of the references from Corinthians give us insight into the evil one:

II Corinthians 10:4,5  

1. Context: bringing back in. the repentant sinner who had been put out

Outwit= to surpass in cleverness or cunning.  

Proper discipline and restoration keeps things out of the devil’s hands to use for his own glory
II Corinthians 10:4,5

1. Context:  Paul’s defense of his own ministry from those who “claim” authority but who also preach a Jesus who has been re-defined by them.

Pretense= lofty opinion, intellectual or philosophical arrogance

Stronghold= military word, meaning "fortress" or area in which the enemy is entrenched. 

We can’t allow satan to set up a doorway into our lives that will give him access to directing us toward his purposes

Conclusion:

1. Satan can get to us even when we are doing good things if our attitude doesn’t reflect Jesus’.

2. When we operate out of self-centeredness and pride we have been “outwitted” by him.

3. Strongholds are beliefs that are contrary to the truth (Jesus) revealed in the Word.   

4. Strongholds are where Satan establishes entrance into our lives in order to direct  us toward his purposes.

