I’m mad AT hell and I’m not

Gonna take it anymore! –Part II

(The Corinthian letters)

Remember…
· Proper church discipline prevents the enemy from using it for his purposes (II Corinthians 2:5-11)

· Strongholds can be demolished with truth (II Corinthians 10:4,5)

Reflection from discussions on last week’s sermon:

· Enemy entrenchment is satan’s way of taking advantage of our pain

· Pain, shame, hurt, dysfunctional influence, addictions and habits are some of the ways that satan “invades” our lives with wrong thinking that sets itself up against the knowledge of God.

· Righteous indignation (holy anger) is justified against the one whom Jesus said had come to kill, steal and destroy.  We must take back that which belongs to God.

· Our hearts are the wellspring of life and must be guarded fiercely.  

· “Taking our thoughts captive” is rescuing our thinking from its once demonic captor and restoring them to health by feeding them truth from the Word of God.

Today, the other two scriptures from the letters of Corinthians:

II Corinthians 11:3-4

1. Context:  Satan is trying to influence the flock by means of false leaders. Corrupted: Bewitched (some versions).  To destroy by means of corruption. 
· False leaders are not just deluded people with emotional instability

· False leaders operate with the supernatural (demonic) strength provided by the same serpent who persuaded Eve to sin

· False leaders preach a different 

· False leaders disguise themselves as good, helpful, messengers of God, and agents of direction and insight.  They do this because satan, their leader also disguised himself as an angel of light.

I Corinthians 7:5 

Context:  There were those who saw even the sexual relationship between husband and wife as somehow attached to the “flesh” or the world and therefore thought of abstinence as more holy. 

· When we don’t have a healthy outlet for a God-given need, we open ourselves up to corrupt outlets.

· Sexuality continues to be a way that satan sets up strongholds in our lives that continue to influence us away from the revealed (the Word) knowledge of God.  

· An unhealthy spiritualized view of sex can be just as destructive as a godless view of sexuality.

· Healthy sexuality between married couples can actually be a preventive from Satan’s influence in our lives.
Conclusion:

· Some immaturity can only be explained by satan’s influence and will need to be thrown out for maturity to happen.

· Strongholds can be demolished by filling our minds with the truth that is revealed in the Word of God.

· Our associations affect us positively or negatively as they either enforce a proper view of Christ that encourages our pure and undivided devotion to Him or enforce a view of Christ that is someone other than the one we’ve come to know. Trying to be “super-holy” by abstaining from the normal expressions of affection that God has given us in marriage, can actually open us up to satan’s influence by him taking advantage of our weaknesses.

