God is Love, part 2
The Mark of the Christian

1 Cor. 12:31-14:1
Introduction: The faith of Francis Schaeffer
(for more on Schaeffer, go to our website www.crossroadsnampa.com)

The Superiority of Love: don’t leave home without it! (12:31)
· Over Gifts (Experience, Sensuality)
· Gifts as the main goal → self-centeredness (egotism)
· Over Knowledge (2a; c.f. 1 Cor. 8:1)
· Knowledge as the main goal → “puffiness” (arrogance, meanness)
(see “Mean Christians” article posted on our website www.crossroadsnampa.com)

· Love: the More Excellent Way (12:31b; c.f. Gal. 5:14-25, 1 Cor. 8:1)

· Love as the main goal → edification (building up of others) 
The Eternity of Love: endless love

The Temporary (The Now) – v.8-9


Like a child [c.f. Eph. 4:14-15]



Like a bad mirror [c.f. 1 Jn. 3:1,2]
The Permanent (The Not Yet) – v.10
Faith, Hope & Love
· From faith (Heb. 11:1) → sight [2 Cor. 5:7]
· From hope → sight [Rom. 8:24,25]
· Love remains forever
The Humility of Love: the mind of Christ
Concluding Thoughts:
Love is to be our ultimate purpose.  Love (God’s kind of love) is THE mark of the follower of Christ.  The world is counting on our love for one another as evidence that Jesus is who He claimed to be. [Jn. 13:33-35; 17:21]
“All Christians must bear the shame of the millennium just ended in which the world has been offended not by the scandal of the cross, but by the scandal of division among us” [Charles Colson]
