Freely given, to freely give

I Corinthians 12b

The proof of presence=“Jesus is Lord”. 

We all got em’:

· I Peter 4:10: “faithfully administer” God’s grace 

· God decides and divvys them up (supernatural)

· Not our decision and creation of a gift (Natural)

We all need em’:

· I gain what you bring.
· We hurt and we rejoice together

We all can’t be the same:

· Bottom line:  No competition

This week…
I must do things that aren’t my gift…can you imagine only working in our strengths in the family?  “Dishes…excuse me, I have the gift of discernment and dishes are definitely evil” or… “Clean my room, I have the gift of administration, I’ll find others to do that for me”… or like when my mom said, “this looks a pig sty…we’re you born in a barn and I replied, Jesus was”

· Want what God wants for you

· a healthy body appreciates all of its parts…no Waszowskis allowed
Second List: Paul uses first, second and third…his authority?

· Apostles -(Apo=from, stello= send) to be sent with a message for the whole

· Prophets: to speak forth a divine message (“Thus saith the Lord”)

· Teachers: (didaskalos) where we get didactic, to instruct in truth and goodness

· Miracle workers: (dunamis) the same name for God’s power (dynamite) the ability to operate in God’s power

· Healers: healing that results from a divinely inspired act
· Helpers: to be a “fellow worker”; to come along side to help not for credit

· Organizers: governing leaders (pastors, elders, bishops)

· Those who pray in tongues: unknown origin languages

· Competition over the important gifts (do we still?)

· Seems that Corinth was into the ecstatic gifts (tongues was not unique to Christianity…did you know that?  Other religions and cults practiced it too)

What the church does know…

· Order is Paul’s concern (14:33)

· all gifts to strengthen the church not just individual

· Be careful= don’t forbid or be reckless 

· Tongues not back till 1900’s 

· Luther, Calvin, Wesley others little or no mention of tongues (some)

· Many examples of “filling” in the N.T. with no mention of tongues (John, Elizabeth, Zacharius, Stephen and Jesus)

· In some cases it did accompany filling

· Mark 16:17 Jesus= one mention will doesn’t mean all

·  Evidence= Galatians 5:25 

· do not forbid it (14:39) BUT YOU CAN CONTROL IT (personal and leadership)
· Acts 2 is clearly literal language (21X here utterance)=glossalalia has both meanings
But remember this…

· Verse 11 says there are no “haves” and “have-nots”
· Verse 18 says that God decides what gifts we have
· Verse 30 says that we won’t all have the same ones
Aside from Christians, certain religious groups also have been observed to practice some form of theopneustic glossolalia.

Glossolalia is evident in the renowned ancient Oracle of Delphi, whereby a priestess of the god Apollo (called a sibyl) speaks in strange utterances, supposedly through the spirit of Apollo in her, but possibly related to high levels of natural gas present in spring waters beneath the temple.

Certain Gnostic magical texts from the Roman period have written on them nonsense syllables like "t t t t t t t t n n n n n n n n n d d d d d d d..." etc. It is believed that these may be transliterations of the sorts of sounds made during glossolalia. The Coptic Gospel of the Egyptians also features a hymn of (mostly) nonsense syllables which is thought to be an early example of Christian glossolalia.

In the 19th century, Spiritism was developed into a religion of its own thanks to the work of Allan Kardec and the phenomenon was seen as one of the self-evident manifestations of Spirits. Spiritists argued that some cases were actually cases of Xenoglossia (when one speaks in a language unknown to him). However, the importance attributed to it, as well as its frequency, has since decreased significantly. Present-day spiritists regard the phenomenon pointless, as it does not convey any intelligible message to those present.

Glossolalia has also been observed in shamanism and the Voodoo religion of Haiti; it can often be brought on by the ingestion of hallucinogenic drugs or entheogens such as Psilocybe mushrooms.

Scientific perspectives

Neuroscience

In 2006, at the University of Pennsylvania, researchers, under the direction of Andrew Newberg, MD, completed the world's first brain-scan study of a group of Pentecostal Practitioners while they were speaking in tongues. Newberg found that the brain responds very differently than when nuns pray or Buddhists meditate. Several significant findings were identified. First, although the practitioners spoke in a coherent language-like way, activity in the language centers of the brain actually decreased, which raises the question of where the language was coming from. This suggests that the brain contains other unidentified language circuits.

In this form of spiritual practice, Pentecostal practitioners temporarily suspend their system of beliefs (generated by frontal lobe activity, which decreases during glossolalia). This is similar to how creativity works in the brain; we basically enter altered states of consciousness, and this gives us a new perception of the world.

Other differences were found: Pentecostalists maintain a sense of God's otherness, whereas Eastern meditation traditions dissolve the self/other sense. Those practitioners tend to feel "at one" with the universe or God (the parietal lobe activity decreases). The emotional strength of glossolalic experiences also would leave a lasting imprint on the brain. In essence, different forms of prayer and meditation allow for different experiences of the world, reality, and the ultimate nature of God or the universe.

The brain scans also showed a permanent unusual asymmetry in thalamic activity, which was also found in Newberg's scans of nuns and Buddhists. This supports the theory that either intensive prayer permanently alters the brain, or that people with an abnormally functioning thalamus are more prone to having spiritual/religious experiences. It also suggests that intensive focusing on any idea stimulates a series of circuits in the brain that turn the object of contemplation into a physical reality. The study will published in the journal PSYCHIATRY: NEUROIMAGING in the fall of 2006, and is fully described in Newberg's book, WHY WE BELIEVE WHAT WE BELIEVE. Newberg is Associate Professor, Departments of Radiology and Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania and Staff Physician, Division of Nuclear Medicine, University of Pennsylvania Health System.

Linguistics

The syllables that make up instances of glossolalia typically appear to be unpatterned reorganizations of phonemes from the primary language of the person uttering the syllables; thus, the glossolalia of people from Russia, the United Kingdom, and Brazil all sound quite different from each other, but vaguely resemble the Russian, English, and Portuguese languages, respectively. Many linguists generally regard most glossolalia as lacking any identifiable semantics, syntax, or morphology.http://www.meta-religion.com/Linguistics/Glossolalia/contemporary_linguistic_study.htm

Psychology

The first scientific study of glossolalia was done by psychiatrist Emil Kraepelin as part of his research into the linguistic behaviour of schizophrenic patients. In 1927, G.B. Cutten published his book Speaking with tongues; historically and psychologically considered, which was regarded a standard in medical literature for many years. Like Kraepelin, he linked glossolalia to schizophrenia and hysteria. In 1972, John Kildahl took a different psychological perspective in his book The Psychology of Speaking in Tongues. He stated that glossolalia was not necessarily a symptom of a mental illness and that glossolalists suffer less from stress. He did observe, however, that glossolalists tend to have more need of authority figures and appeared to have had more crises in their lives.

Nicholas Spanos described glossolalia as an acquired ability, for which no real trance is needed (Glossolalia as Learned Behavior: An Experimental Demonstration, 1987). It is also known as a simplex communication.

Glossolalia in popular culture

*Neal Stephenson's science fiction novel Snow Crash involves Sumerian mythology, ancient history, the origin of languages and the phenomenon of glossolalia.
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