Freely given, to freely give

I Corinthians 12

(No Mike Waszowskis here!)

The proof of presence is being able to say, “Jesus is Lord”.  If He is Lord He has gifted each of us with at least one aspect of his character to share with others in the body.

We all got em’:

· The first list: (second list next week)

· Wise counsel (advice): wisdom is proven through experience
· Clear understanding (knowledge): can see the real issue when others are confused
· Simple trust (faith): the ability to believe and act on the knowledge of God’s character…no “leaps of faith”
· Healing the sick:  To believe for and pray for others in a way that God step in and restores them 

· Miraculous acts:  to act in the power of God in a supernatural way 

· Proclamation (prophecy):  To foretell or forth tell the truth of God’s word

· Distinguishing of Spirits (discernment):  the ability to understand the spirit world and identify whether good or evil is behind it.

· Tongues (languages):  the ability to supernaturally communicate in other unknown origin languages.

· Interpretation of tongues:  the ability to translate what someone speaking another unknown origin language is saying

We all need em’:

·  “we said goodbye to our partial and piecemeal lives…” 

·  I gain what you bring.
· The Message: verse 24 “If anything, you have more concern for the lower parts than the higher.  If you had to choose, wouldn’t you prefer good digestion to full bodied hair?”  (But don’t we need to look fabulous?)

We all can’t be the same:

· Bottom line:  Some of you keep competing with the “important gifts”

Reflection:

· Gifts are unique and determined by God

· Our gifts are to help us grow in our knowledge of how wide, long, high and deep is the love of God (Ephesians 3:18)

· Love must be the motivator, not competition, ecstasy or superiority

· My gift is important, but what I’m not gifted at may be more important

