I’m Free To Become A Slave – Part I
I Corinthians 8,9&10

Chapters 8,9 and 10 are a single response to one question:
“How should we handle things in the culture that are clearly not glorifying to God?”
•    What appears to be a good question is a disguise for selfish ambition

Yes we are free, but we are to use that freedom carefully
•      Love trumps arrogant freedom (fashionable edginess?)
•     “In strict logic, then, nothing happened to the meat when it was offered up to an idols.  It’s just like any           other meat.  I know that, and you know that.  But knowing isn’t everything.  If it becomes everything,           some people end up as know-it-alls who     treat others as know-nothings.  Real knowledge isn’t 
      that insensitive” 
                                                                     (verse 7 MSG translation)

In freedom Christ gave His life, couldn’t you give up dinner? (8:9-13)
•    Wouldn’t I be willing to give up my rights to help someone?


                                                                    Freedom scale:

Fearful Freedom                          Loving Freedom                    Arrogant Freedom

-Fear of what others think         -Understands liberty           -Uses liberty for license
-Slave to pleasing others             -Love defines decisions        -Rebel to prove independence
-Tend toward legalism                -considerate of young          -obsessed with controlling
-Rules first                                    -Love trumps autonomy      -Sins against Jesus

“Watch the way I use my freedom” (9:1-14)
•    I have authority (II Corinthians 13:6)
    •    Farmers and Oxen
    •    Apostolic authority (wife and support)
    •    Rabbinical law rights (common)
    •    Maybe I was wrong (II Corinthians 6:11 & 11:7)
    •    Philippian church has given (Philippians 4:15-19)

I’m free to become a voluntary slave (15-19)
•    Translates: “voluntary bondage” (19)
•    Call:  When your love for Christ compels you to impact others with good news

Conclusion:

    1.    Freedom considers others out of love for Jesus
    2.    Just because I have rights, doesn’t mean I demand them
    3.    Christ’s love compels me to do what it takes to share His love with others
