Does Freedom have boundaries?

I Corinthians 11 and II Corinthians 14:26

Chapter 11:  Paul just finished talking about Christian freedom in the last three chapters.  His concern is that the ones who thought they were mature are hurting others with their cavalier and “immature” attitudes.  In chapters 11-13 he further illustrates the need for love by talking about submission, common meals, spiritual gifts.  In this chapter he discusses the freedom that feels set free from the shackles of control but goes so far that it no longer values the influence of others.

1. Submission

a. Issue:  do I need my freedom so much that I’m unwilling to be influenced?

-America in the 1900’s

-still practiced by some faiths

-Tertullian, Chrysostom, catacombs and the Snake River Stampede

b. The significance of “covering” (historically and theologically)

-note angels (succession of authority)

-fear of abuse of submission

-verse 11- no independence

-Eph 5- mutual submission

c. Icon’s that remind us (the taliyth)

-cross, chi rho

-four cornered shawl, fringe 5 knots

-husband not every man

-don’t forget women leaders, Lydia, Priscilla, Phoebe, Mary, Junias (outstanding among the apostles)

2. Love feasts

a. Common meals while living in close proximity

-more than just what we would call communion

-everyone would bring some (if they could)

-meals are seen as sacred

b. The “having arrived” really did minimize newcomers and outsiders

-the myth of maturity

-like humility, if you think you got it you probably don’t

c. II Corinthians 14:26 Does this strengthen one another? (a segway into the gifts and how the body functions)

-stop, think and ask:  how does the exercise of my freedom affect my spouse, my family, my fellow worshippers?

-am I influenced by those who God has put over me?

-can I allow influence even from those who misuse authority?

-do I misuse authority?

Bottom line:  Love allows for freedom, but freedom left to itself often negates love
