following Christ in a Corinthian culture

discussion questions

My pastor can beat up your pastor!

I Corinthians 1:10-17 and II Corinthians 2:13-3:6

The role of leadership in the church has been discussed by many good people who have diverse ideas and preferences.  Is leadership necessary?  Today many people think that “a relationship” between them and God is enough and that a church is, at best, a feeble attempt to get people thinking the same way.

Others argue over who is the best or the right leader, often identifying someone that they agree with or who has success or authority among the masses.  How does a follower of Christ view earthly leadership in the church?  Let’s talk about it.

Q:  Paul started this church in Corinth but was concerned about their immature view of the role of leadership.  What do you see here as his main concern?

A:  That leadership is given by Christ to bring unity not division.  Good leaders work with other leaders and don’t divide the church by elevating or deflating one another.

Q:  What gifts of leadership does God give the church and why do you think He gives these in particular (see Ephesians 4:11-16)?

A:  Apostles to network churches and keep the teaching pure, Prophets to hear from God and admonish the body, Evangelist to keep the body growing in number, Pastor to care for the flock and Teacher to instruct believers in the way of Jesus.  For further discussion on how to take care of pastors or leaders see these other teachings of Paul  (Heb 13:17-obey- acctble to God, II Cor 10:12-18- fighting stagnates multiplication, I Tim 5:17- worthy of hire, double honor, I Cor 9:7-14- receive living from gospel, I Tim 5:19- don’t entertain accusations 2-3 (martyrias).
Q:  Paul was the founding pastor at Corinth, Apollos was an eloquent preacher there, Peter had influence from the orthodox perspective (the law of the Jews, the rules of right and wrong etc.) and then some said they only followed Jesus.  Why do you think people divided over who “their” leader was and why he was the best one?

A:  Simply put, immaturity.  A mature believer has preferences but understands that others do as well.  They don’t let those preferences become divisive nor do they put too much stock in their perspective as the superior or best one.  

Paul- entrepreneur, shaker mover.  Father of Corinth.   Plain in his approach

Apollos- Alexandrian, eloquent, golden tongue, intelligent.  Especially attractive to the “wise” Corinthians who prided themselves in knowledge and wisdom…He’s our kind of preacher!  

Peter-  Original and orthodox.  Judaizers poster boy.  Rules first then grace.  Know nothing of his visit but a following.  

Jesus -  Not Him as much as refusal to submit to earthly authority.  I only listen to Jesus and how I interpret him. 

Q:  Do we ever have arguments today about preachers, churches, denominations or theological positions?  What has your experience been?

Q:  If maturity is the goal for the Corinthian church, what would be the prescription you would give them?

A:  To recognize that God likes diversity and actually encourages it for the purpose of getting the job done.  He gifts people differently for the purpose of them working together so that the job gets done well.
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