


  
   T H E  C L A S H  O F  K I N G D O M S

The week before Easter was a rough one for Jesus.  
He had purposely come to Jerusalem to die in order 
to put an end to sin’s curse.  He came to take our 
place and offer himself in our stead, so that we 
could have real life.  In doing that, He also began 
a revolution.  It was a new Kingdom He began to 
proclaim, and those who accepted it had to revolt 
against the existing kingdom.  This kingdom was 
different than the kingdom of the world.  Let’s talk 
about this clash of kingdoms.

Read Luke 19:28-46

Q:  The crowd who was excited for Jesus’ coming to 
Jerusalem were Jews who saw this “son of David” as 
one who wold help them overthrow Roman control, 
who would put them back in charge and on top of 
the heap where they belonged.  They wanted to 
have a theocracy where Jesus was King and they 
were His rulers.  Why didn’t Jesus accommodate 
them?

Q:  The Jewish Religious leaders had a sweet deal 
going.  They were in charge of the Jews and they 
were living in cooperation with Rome in such a 
way that they had adequate autonomy as well as 
the means for financial success.  Why did they 
Jesus and His Kingdom as a threat?

Q:  Jesus talked about the powerful as oppressors, 
the rich as self serving and the “religious” as empty 
on the inside, but “holy-looking” on the outside.  
He wasn’t subtle.  He offended people and frankly 
did so to the point that he was “killed” for it.  Why 
didn’t he just suggest “reforming” the current 
kingdom to make it more God-friendly and kind?

Q:  Clearly, the Kingdom of God has not yet 
completely replaced the kingdom of this world, 
though it is emerging.  Does this mean that we 
stop trying to influence this earthly kingdom?

Q:  Do you think the church of today could be 
threatened by this message?  If so, how so?  How 
can we, as a church, make sure we’re standing for 
the “right” kingdom?

					        				  

     				          

   T H E  C L A S H  O F  K I N G D O M S
LUKE 19:28-46

Palm Sunday:  The final entry into Jerusalem before the week of passion. There are three stories 
going on here. 

The crowd is elated:
    •   New son of David (Solomon rules!)
    •   Roman oppressors brought down
    •   The oppressed will be in charge
    •   We’ll control the wealth
    •   We’ll define the power
    •   Taking our nation back for Jesus!
    •   Make this kingdom of the world work for us!

The church leaders are in angst:
    •   “Shut them up”, our influence will be in jeopardy
    •   Don’t mess with our system
    •   Don’t threaten our authority in people’s lives
    •   Don’t mess with our livelihood 

Jesus is weeping:
    •   You see, there’s a problem with empires…
    •   Yes, I’m the son of David, but this kingdom is different
    •   You’ve mis-used your blessing (original covenant)
    •   Power is given to help the powerless
    •   Wealth is given to those who give
    •   Your ways aren’t leading to God…my way does
    •   I wish you got it

You see, it’s a clash of kingdoms going on here…
    •   Make this k i n g d o m  a theocracy! (throw out the scoundrels and put us in charge!) – power to the
         people!
    •   Make this k i n g d o m  benefit the church!  (cooperation with the earthly kingdom and political
         alignment) – power to the powerful!
   •   Or…partake in a whole new, subversive k i n g d o m  (power of God working through His people as   
        good news).
	 o   Love like God does  
	 o   Seek change from the inside out
	 o   Let blessing become a way to bless 
	 o   Seek to live out the reality of the Kingdom of God (God reigns and His ways rule) in spite of living 
                   in the Kingdom of this world (resident aliens)
	 o   Be willing to pay the price 

AND THEY JUST DIDN’T GET IT WHEN JESUS CRIED AS HE OVERLOOKED THE CITY…HE KNEW THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO SACRAFICE 
EVERYTHING, TO GIVE OF HIMSELF SO THAT THEY WOULD GET. 

 AND HE WEEPS STILL WHEN THE CHURCH DOESN’T GET IT TODAY.  NOT GETTING IT HAPPENS WHEN WE GET SO CAUGHT UP IN THE 
KINGDOM OF THE WORLD THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD BECOMES A THREAT TO OUR LIFESTYLE, DREAMS AND GOALS.

We live in the kingdom of
the world, and we can influence it;

but we are proclaimers of 
a whole new kingdom.

Small Group Discussion Questions*  
*The answer sheet may be downloaded from the website
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