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The Theology of Refuge-Part 1
Saint Patrick - A Model for Acceptance

I Samuel 22:1,2 is a metaphor for the modern church

e David accepted broken people
e  David led them through a real transformation
e  David depended on them to establish his kingdom

How that looks like the church

e  We are to accept the broken

e  God’s refuge is a safe place to change from the inside out

e  We are to partner with God to live out the reality of the Kingdom of God

What Crossroads looks like:

The Missional Church has this same focus
o internal to external focus (Refuge)
e  program to people development (Transformation)

e  church to Kingdom focused (Partnership)

Part I is about Refuge

e It's about acceptance

e  Church History illustrates this well with Saint Patrick
A clear calling

Used common symbols to explain the gospel
Invited unbelievers to help him

Raised up leaders and moved on

Roman = Believe before belong
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Celtic = Belong before believe

Refuge is about being externally focused
It’s purposeful
o  Who are your friends?
o Too much church time or cave-focused ministry?
o Do others find you to be a person who accepts them?
o0 Anyone you praying for?

Are you a person of Refuge?

Oh yeah, by the way...

e  The result of Patrick’s ministry of acceptance

Small Group Discussion Questions*
*The answer sheet may be downloaded from the website



