Why a cross?  Part II

The stories at the cross

John 19:17-37

The story of Jesus’ crucifixion is filled with meaning.  Based on the reading of this passage, consider these different stories and discuss what they can each teach us.

Q:  History tells us that Pilate remained in leadership until about 3 years after the resurrection of Jesus.  He was exiled and lived out his days in remorse until he took his own life.  Why do you think he resisted the Jewish leaders in the making of the sign on the cross?

A:  Perhaps he was angry at being forced to kill a man he knew was innocent.  Perhaps he knew he was involved in something more sinister and already beginning to try and pay back Jesus for his cowardice-ness.  We can’t know for sure.

Q:  The robe that the soldiers fought over was a priestly robe (see Ps 22:18 and Exodus 28); this reminds us that Jesus was the priest who stood “in the gap” for us for the forgiveness of sins.  The Bible tells us that He has made us a kingdom of priests…so what does that mean for us?

A:  A priest stands in the gap on behalf of the guilty.  We are priests in the sense that our prayers and actions on behalf of those who’ve not yet met Jesus.  Our partnership with God means that we work with God.

Q:  Mary, Mary, Mary and John were Jesus’ only friends who were willing to risk their lives to follow him all the way through his suffering to his death.  Paul says in Philippians 3:10 that he wanted to share in Christ’s suffering.  What is the value of being willing to share in the suffering of Christ?

A:  Biblically, suffering is the means through which maturity and the character of Christ is formed.  Wanting to know Jesus to the point that we are willing to suffer is what it means to be fully committed to him.

Q:  When Jesus said “it is finished” he knew that 2000 years later we would still be here discussing the Word and trying to figure out how to live in the power of the Spirit while saying no to sin…what do you think he meant?

A:  A war is won though not every battle within that war is won.  We still fight the battles, sometimes winning and sometimes not, but we know that Satan has and ultimately is defeated.  Therefore we hold on when the going gets rough because we know that we will be victorious.

Q:  We’ve discussed the various stories at the cross…what is your story that has been created by the cross?
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