Mary:  Hooker, Lover or Example?

John 20:11-18

Poor Mary Magdalene.  She has had to endure so much speculation of motive and character over the past 2000 years that her name has been associated with all sorts of things.  

The Bible gives us a picture of who she was and what her influence was on the early church.  We know that she was not the sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ feet, we know that she was one of the only disciples to follow Jesus all the way to the cross and we know that she was the first to witness the resurrected Christ.  Other than, scholars and philosophers have simply speculated.

Let’s see if we can’t learn from Mary what it means to be a follower of Christ.

Q:  Pope Gregory in 591 a.d. suggested that Mary was a woman of questionable character.  That suggestion developed into a belief that she was a reformed prostitute.  Did this misinterpretation help or hinder the gospel?

A:  Though preaching needs to be accurate, believing she was a reformed prostitute actually promoted many messages about how God can reform anyone, opening the door of invitation to many.  So even the foolishness of preaching, God uses to save people (I Corinthians 1:21).  We need to strive to properly divide the truth, but we can also know that even when we misinterpret, God can still use the message.

Q:  The canonized scripture (that which you see in the New Testament) was based on the known words and teachings of Jesus and his apostles.  The speculation about Mary (Da Vinci code, Mormon theology, hidden gospel of Mark and Philip and even the gospel of Mary) have been found to be written hundreds of years later and inconsistent with the known teachings of Jesus.  So why do you think that there is so much interest in these new views of Mary and Jesus?

A:  These extra teachings suggest that Mary was Jesus’ wife and that she was the one that Jesus loved or that she was even his lover.  The end result of these documents is that it humanizes Jesus to the point that he is no longer deified or even suggesting that he sinned (sex before marriage).  We must be aware that there will be attempts to bring Jesus down so that we can be more comfortable with our sinful selves, instead of leaving Him as the incarnate God who calls us to live a holy life. 

Q: What we do know about Mary is that Jesus had delivered her from demon possession, she was a committed follower of Christ, she followed him all the way to the cross and she was the first to witness him in the resurrected body…why do you think she was mentioned in the gospels so many times?

A:  She was an example to men and women of what it means to be wholly committed.  She was an example of the gratitude of someone who has been deeply touched by Christ resulting in loving servitude.  Mary stands out still as an example to us all that no matter who you are, Jesus can touch you and heal you and use you to encourage others in their walks. 

Q:  Mary called Jesus Rabboni which means My Rabbi…why is that significant?

A:  She didn’t just respect him as a religious leader, she saw him as her personal savior to whom she was fully devoted.  My Rabbi means that there is a personal relationship there that results in absolute adherence to the person and character of Christ.

In conclusion, as a group, pray this prayer out loud together;

“Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of body and mind, and called her to be a witness of his resurrection, Mercifully grant that by grace we may be healed of all our infirmities and know thee in the power of His endless life; who with Thee and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, One God, now and forever, Amen”.   (Book of Common Prayer)
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