Jesus Christ, whom God raised

From the dead, 

Is Lord

John 19:38-20:10

Followers of Christ in the first century believed that Jesus was raised from the dead.  Throughout the centuries some have debated as to whether the resurrection is an important part of being a Christian.  We could debate it, but instead we will examine the story and why they thought it was essential…you can then make your own conclusions.

Q:  Compare John 19:35 and 20:8 and determine why John wrote this gospel.

A: He wrote this so that we would believe when we read it and he wanted us to know that the evidence he reports to us as a reliable witness caused his own belief.  Belief means to “act as if it so”.  He wants us to act on the evidence.  

Q:  John, in his gospel and three epistles uses light and darkness as a metaphor for belief.  What is he trying to tell us about Nicodemus?

A:  Nicodemus came to Jesus at first under the cover of darkness because he was afraid.  He wasn’t sure if the risk was worth his life and reputation.  Now coming to ask for Jesus’ body in the light meant that he no longer cared what man thought…he was a follower of this man Jesus.  Light exposes us and reveals what is really in our hearts.

Q:  Why did John confess, “he believed” upon seeing the empty tomb?

A:  He wanted the reader to also believe based on the evidence that he and many others witnessed not only an empty tomb, but later the glorified presence of Christ.  It is the resurrection that sets Jesus apart from any other religious figure.

Q:  How important is the resurrection to us who say we are followers of Jesus according to I Corinthians 15:12-22?

A:  It is essential.  If it didn’t happen, Paul says, then we are still in our sins and Jesus’ sacrifice needs to happen again each time we sin.  Jesus’ resurrection put an end to the cycle of death that Adam introduced and began a new cycle of resurrection for all who follow after Christ. 

Q:  As a group, though it may feel awkward, try repeating the following phrase out loud, ten times in a row; “Jesus Christ, whom God raised from the dead, is Lord”.  Discuss your thoughts and feelings after doing this.

Q:  How important is this confession?

Confession (cun-fesh-un): Sharing our deepest weakness and failure with God and trusted others, in order to experience God’s healing.  

For example: “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”. (Romans 10:9-10)

Jesus Christ, whom God raised

From the dead, 

Is Lord

John 19:38-20:10

Followers of Christ in the first century believed that Jesus was raised from the dead.  Throughout the centuries some have debated as to whether the resurrection is an important part of being a Christian.  We could debate it, but instead we will examine the story and why they thought it was essential…you can then make your own conclusions.

Q:  Compare John 19:35 and 20:8 and determine why John wrote this gospel.

Q:  John, in his gospel and three epistles uses light and darkness as a metaphor for belief.  What is he trying to tell us about Nicodemus?

Q:  Why did John confess, “he believed” upon seeing the empty tomb?

Q:  How important is the resurrection to us who say we are followers of Jesus according to I Corinthians 15:12-22?

Q:  As a group, though it may feel awkward, try repeating the following phrase out loud, ten times in a row; “Jesus Christ, whom God raised from the dead, is Lord”.  Discuss your thoughts and feelings after doing this.

Q:  How important is this confession?

Confession (cun-fesh-un): Sharing our deepest weakness and failure with God and trusted others, in order to experience God’s healing.  

For example: “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”. (Romans 10:9-10)

