Why a cross? –Part I

Timing is everything

John 19: 17-37

The old comedian Johnny Carson once asked George Burns what the secret of humor was. Before he got the question completely out, George quickly retorted “TIMING!”  Everyone laughed because of, well, the timing of his answer.

The Bible tells us that at just the right time God sent His son to be a sacrifice for our sins.  The timing of the crucifixion is actually a rare occurrence because of how it happened according to the Jewish calendar.  Let’s look at this and reflect on the significance of this to us.

Have someone read John 19:17-37 and then Matthew 26:17.

Q:  Matthew tells us that the disciples began to prepare for the Passover meal on the first day of the unleavened bread (Matzo).  The festival of unleavened bread was to occur on the 15th day of the 7th month and Passover came the day before (the 14th day).  This isn’t unusual, but the next festival, the festival of first fruits is to follow on the next available Sunday after Matzo.  If Jesus died and was buried before the Sabbath, then what Sunday was the celebration of first fruits?

A: Jesus celebrated Passover on our Thursday night (which to the Jew, Friday began at dusk on our Thursday so in reality they were celebrating Passover on Friday).  Therefore Jesus died on Friday.  The Jews needed him in the ground before Sabbath because a Jew couldn’t be buried on Sabbath).  This means that Passover was Friday, Jesus was buried before dusk on Friday, and was resurrected on Sunday.  Therefore the celebration of first fruits came the two days after Passover.  This rarely happened on the Jewish calendar.

Q:  What significance do you see in the celebration of these three simultaneous festivals?

Passover:  thank God for release from bondage by the blood of the lamb

Unleavened bread:  Requesting that God bless them with bread from what they plant in the ground

First fruits:  Celebrating the life that God brought from the earth.

A: While they are thanking God for deliverance through the blood of the lamb, Jesus is being crucified; while they are asking God to bring bread from the earth, they are “planting” Jesus in the earth; while they are celebrating that God brings life out from the earth, Jesus is being raised from the dead.

Q:  Why is the timing of these three festivals significant then?

A:  God was answering the prayers of the Jews…but not as they thought…he was answering their prayers once and for all.

Q:  800 years before Jesus was born, Isaiah told us what Jesus would do (Isaiah 5:7).  John, the revelator, told us what Jesus will do in the end of time (Revelation 5:5-14).  According to these scriptures why is the Passover lamb significant to this story?  Why is the timing important?

A:  Jesus is the lamb whose blood removes our guilt.  If it weren’t for the timing of these three events happening like this, we wouldn’t have fully understood what God was trying to say to us…”he will die for you, be buried and then be raised for you that you might live forever”!

Q:  What does the timing of God mean for you personally?
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