When God allows chaos

John 19:1-16

We have just come through a historical event in America as we’ve elected an African-American to the highest office in the land.  For the racial hurdle that has been crossed, we have reason to celebrate.  But followers of Christ have been divided on support of this new president because of his stand on some moral issues.  Often, we can struggle when a governmental system is put in place that seems to disregard certain moral convictions that we have as Christians (even though they may support others), thinking that perhaps God has looked the other way or has for the first time “heard our cry”.

We don’t want to discuss this administration but rather what do we do as sojourners (resident aliens) of Christ when the government that we are supposed to submit to do not line up what we believe the God of the Bible expects?  Does God allow for chaos?  Let’s talk about.

Read John 19:1-16

Q:  What similarities do you find between this story and the one in Matthew 2:16-18?

A:  Political leaders at the beginning and end of Jesus’ life took the life of innocent people in order to secure their power and position.  God allowed for both of those governments to be in place in the story of Jesus.  Notice that innocent babies were killed…and yet God worked His will through that horrific event.  Don’t you think that weighed heavy on Jesus’ heart as he grew up?

Q:  History tells us that Pilate eventually took his life in grief and remorse, but not repentance.  What does this teach us about looking out for our interests at the cost of innocent lives?

A:  It’s hard to live with yourself if success comes at the expense of others.  It may also produce a grief that is so strong that even asking for forgiveness seems so undeserved that it is dismissed as unattainable.

Q:  Why was Jesus such a threat to the Jewish religious leaders?

A:  His life demanded that they admit they were wrong.  To admit that would have meant the total collapse of their power, wealth and political power with Rome.  They reasoned that the death of one was worth preserving all they had worked for.

Q:  Some people had the guts to go all the way to the cross with Jesus…his mother Mary, Mary Magdalene and John.  What is the difference between those who condemned Jesus and those who stood with him to the bitter end?

A:  The ones who believed truth trumped all convenience, political expedience, or acquired power believed that suffering was part of their commitment, even when they didn’t understand it.

Q:  I’m sure that those who willingly suffered with Jesus were mystified by how God would allow this tragedy, yet their faith did not waiver…what can we learn from them here?

A:  Mystery is part of faith, but trusting in the God who works even in the midst of chaos is essential to the life of faith.

When God allows chaos, we boldly go to the foot of the cross, admit to not understanding but trusting the one who knows what He is doing.
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